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Section 1: School Policies, Practices and 

Procedures 

1.1 The Importance and Value of Completing a Secondary Education and the 

School’s Commitment to Reach Every Student to Help him/her Achieve a 

Successful Outcome from Secondary School Experience: 

 
National e-School believes that a secondary school education is vital for students to make the 

transition into adulthood and provides an essential foundation from which one can join the 

global community as a self-sufficient and contributing member. Obtaining a high school 

diploma has become an increasingly important prerequisite for economic and social mobility in 

the world. Young people with a high school education are much better equipped for the modern 

life. They are more likely to be permanently employed and/or to be admitted to postsecondary 

institutions to further their education and become active and contributing members of our 

society. 

National e-School is working with communities, employers, colleges, universities and training 

centers to offer more ways than ever to help students focus on their interests and support their 

learning. Our commission is to meet the needs, interests and strengths of all students, engaging 

them in learning and better preparing them for graduation and beyond. 

 

 

1.2 The Requirement to Remain in Secondary School until the Student Has 

Reached the Age of Eighteen or Obtained an Ontario Secondary School Diploma 

(OSSD): 

 
In Ontario, students are required to remain in secondary school until the student has reached the 

age of eighteen or obtained an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 

 

 

1.3 The School’s Overall Goals and Philosophy 

 
We will ensure our students to achieve academic excellence, to be qualified and prepared for 

universities and their future careers. 

We are committed to developing students to become independent, lifelong learners, effective 

communicators, informed and productive thinkers, collaborative workers, and be able to face any 

challenge ahead. 

National e-School offers an education program that promotes a high standard of achievement, that 

provides all students with learning opportunities and support, and that is relevant to society’s needs 

and expectations. All the courses are offered online, and they are designed to ensure that education 

is relevant both to students’ needs and interests and to the requirements of postsecondary institutions 

and employers. 

 

 

1.4 The School Organization, Including the School’s Terms, Reporting Periods, 

and Timetable Organization: 

 

NES is an online school. The provider of our LMS (learning management system) is Canvas， 
https://neschool.instructure.com/login/canvas 

The 2025-2026 calendars provides for 223 possible regular school days between September 2, 

2025 and July 31, 2026. 

https://neschool.instructure.com/login/canvas
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NES provides asynchronous courses. NES doesn’t have a fixed semester or term, after student 

registers one course, it takes minimum one month and up to nine months to complete the course. 

Therefore, we will send out report cards once the course has been completed. 

For students who enrolled as full-time students of our partner schools; they will take the courses 

with specific start and end dates with offline support from teachers have been trained. 

 

The students will receive two official reports per course, one at midpoint and final report at the end. 

The report card will include a percentage mark with supporting comments, based on the work 

completed. There will be two copies of final reports; one will be provided to the 

Parent/Guardian/student; the other will be kept in Ontario Student Record (OSR) for full-time 

students or sent to the home school for part-time students. 

 

Timetable 

When NES offers asynchronous courses online within the Learning Management System, students 

can access whenever they wish to use a confidential login and password, NES does not have a fixed 

timetable. The decision to perform learning tasks is subject to a personal schedule. The pace of the 

student, however, is still regulated by the pace at which the teacher can teach, engage and assess the 

student’s work. 

 

 

1.5 Hardware and Software Requirement 

Screen Size 

Canvas is best viewed at a minimum resolution of 800x600. 

Operating Systems 

■ Windows 7 and newer 

■ Mac OSX 10.6 and newer 

■ Linux - chromeOS 

o Computer Speed and Processor 

• Use a computer 5 years old or newer when possible 

• 1GB of RAM 

• 2GHz processor 

 

Internet Speed 

■ Along with compatibility and web standards, Canvas has been carefully 

crafted to accommodate low bandwidth environments. 

■ Minimum of 512kbps 
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1.6 The School’s Expectations Regarding Students’ Responsibilities, 

Achievement, and Attendance: 
Attendance & Punctuality: 

National e-School is an asynchronous online learning environment. Attendance is measured through 

active participation, consistent engagement, and demonstrated learning, in alignment with 

Ministry of Education expectations for online schools. 

1. Minimum Weekly Login Requirement 

Students are required to log in to Canvas at least two (2) times per week. Regular logins ensure 

students review course updates, see teacher feedback, access new content, and remain actively 

engaged in their learning. 

2. Progression-Based Course Structure 

Courses at National e-School use a sequential, progression-based model: 

Students must complete the required activities, assessments, and checkpoints in each module to 

unlock and access the next module. This ensures students move through the curriculum in an 

appropriate and pedagogically sound order. 

3. Attendance Through Demonstrated Engagement 

Attendance is recorded based on observable learning engagement, including: 

• Completion of required course activities 

• Submission of assessments and checkpoints 

• Communication with the instructor (messages, conferencing, feedback exchanges) 

• Participation in discussions, peer evaluations, or collaborative tasks (if included in the course) 

• Engagement with assessment feedback and revision opportunities 

• Independent study, research, or inquiry related to course tasks 

• A student journal is required as part of reflective engagement 

Teachers monitor student progress to identify students who may be falling behind or showing 

inconsistent patterns of engagement and will intervene with timely support. 

4. 110-Hour Requirement 

To earn an Ontario Secondary School credit, each student must complete a minimum of 110 hours 

of coursework. This includes both online and offline learning activities necessary to meet curriculum 

expectations. Half-credit and make-up credit courses require a minimum of 55 hours. 

 

Assessment & Evaluation: 

A student's final grade for each course will be based on assessments and evaluations conducted 

throughout the course as well as on a final evaluation. Students will be evaluated in a balanced 

manner with respect to the four categories of the achievement charts in the Provincial Curriculum 

Policy Documents for the courses in which they are enrolled. Evaluation is based on the level of 

achievement the student demonstrates in the skills and knowledge covered in a course from three 

different sources: observations, conversations, and student products. 

Student should concern at their most recent and consistent work since seventy percent of the 

evaluation is based on classroom work and may be determined through a variety of methods such 

as ongoing class demonstrations, presentations, essays, performances and classroom tests and 

quizzes. Thirty percent of the evaluation is based on a final summative evaluation that may be 

determined through a variety of methods in the latter portion of the course. These could include a 

portfolio, essay, examination and/or demonstration. This final evaluation reflects the range and 

level of student skills and knowledge. 

 

Student’s Responsibilities: 

• Attend all classes and provide appropriate notes, for absences; 

• Submit work at checkpoints for feedback from your teacher 

• Indicate any difficulty with assignments in advance of due date; 

• Request assistance from course teacher when required 

• Inform teachers of any expected authorized absences in advance 

• Participate and contribute to group assignments, projects, presentations; 

• Submit/perform individual portion of group task/assignment, presentation on due date 
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• Produce and submit your own work. 

Consequences for submitting work late, not completing work, not attending classes on the date of an 

assessment/evaluation, cheating or plagiarism will include one or more of the following actions: 

teacher contact with parents, meeting with teacher/administrator, alternate arrangement to complete 

required course expectations, alternate assignment, a mark of zero, or loss of credit. 
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1.7 The School’s Code of Conduct 
Standards of Behavior: 

 

► Respect, civility and responsible citizenship. All school members must: 

■ Respect and follow all applicable laws 
■ Demonstrate honesty and integrity 

■ Respect differences in people 

■ Treat one another with dignity and respect at all times, especially when there is 

disagreement 

■ Respect and treat others fairly, regardless of race, ancestry, place of origin, color, ethnic 

origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age or disability 
■ Respect the rights of others 
■ Show care and respect for school property and the property of others 
■ Take the proper steps to help those in need 

■ Respect all members of the school community, especially those in a position of 

authority 
■ Respect the need of others to work in an environment that encourages learning and 

teaching. 
■ Seek help from school staff, if necessary, to resolve conflict peacefully 
■ Not swear at a teacher or at another person in a position of authority. 

► Roles and Responsibilities: 

Students are to be treated with respect and dignity. In return, they must demonstrate respect 

for themselves, for others and for the responsibilities of citizenship through acceptable 

behavior. Respect and responsibility are demonstrated when a student: 
• Comes to school prepared, on time and ready to learn 

• Shows respect for himself/herself, for others and for those in authority 

• Refrains from bringing anything to school that may put the safety of others at risk 

• Follows the established rules and takes responsibility for his/her own actions. 

 

► Parents’/Guardians’ Responsibilities: 

• Be informed about course due dates and school calendar; 

• Review student agenda book for attendance procedures 

• Ask students questions about progress throughout the semester; 

• Ask teachers/administrators for assistance if necessary; 

• Know the dates that report cards are sent home and the dates of examinations. 

 

► Teachers’ Responsibilities: 

• Implementing effective assessment, evaluation, and communication of student 

learning and achievement in accordance with Growing Success, 2010.
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Section 2: Diploma and Certificates 

2.1 Compulsory Credit Requirements (18 compulsory credits for students entering Grade 9 

after September, 2024) (17 compulsory credits for students entering Grade 9 after 

September, 2024) 

 
Students must earn the following compulsory credits to obtain the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 

For students entering Grade 9 on or after September 1, 2024, the updated Technological Education compulsory 

credit and revised Group credit requirements apply. 

Compulsory Credits: 

• 4 credits in English (1 per grade) 

• The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) may be used to meet the Grade 11 or 12 

English compulsory credit requirement. 

• The Grade 11 Contemporary First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Voices course may satisfy the Grade 11 

English requirement. 

• English language learners may earn up to 3 ESL/ELD credits toward compulsory English; the Grade 12 

English must be a compulsory Ontario English course. 

• 3 credits in Mathematics (at least 1 credit must be earned in Grade 11 or 12) 

• Financial literacy: A new requirement for the compulsory Grade 10 mathematics course for students 

entering Grade 9 in 2024 or later, with a minimum passing mark of 70% 

• 2 credits in Science 

• 1 credit in Canadian Geography (Grade 9) 

• 1 credit in Canadian History (Grade 10) 

• 1 credit in the Arts 

• The Grade 9 Expressions of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Cultures course may be used to meet the arts 

requirement. 

• 1 credit in French as a Second Language (FSL) 

• Students who successfully completed a Native Language program in elementary school may take a Level 

1 or 2 Native Language course to meet the compulsory FSL credit (per updated Ministry guidance). 

• 1 credit in Health and Physical Education 

• 0.5 credit in Career Studies (Grade 10) 

• Career Studies (GLC2O) is now a de-streamed course. 

• 0.5 credit in Civics (Grade 10) 

• 1.0 Technology Education Credit (NEW compulsory requirement for students entering grade 9 as of 

September, 2024) 

• Students entering Grade 9 in September 2024 or later must complete 1 credit in Technological Education 

from courses in the following areas: Communications Technology, Computer Technology, 

Construction Technology, Green Industries, Health Care, Hospitality and Tourism, Manufacturing, 

Technological Design, Transportation Technology 

• This credit may be taken in any grade (9-12) 

• Group credits: For students entering Grade 9 before 2024, 3 credits will be required consisting of 1 credit 

from each of the following groups; for students entering Grade 9 September 2024 onward, 2 credits will 

be required from any 2 different of the following groups) 

► Group 1 

• English (including OSSLC) 

• French as a Second Language 

• Classical/international languages 

• First Nations, Métis, and Inuit studies 

• Canadian & World Studies 

• Social Sciences & Humanities 

• Guidance & Career Education 
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• Cooperative Education 

► Group 2 

• French as a Second Language 

• The Arts 

• Business Studies 

• Health & Physical Education 

• Cooperative Education 

► Group 3 

• French as a Second Language 

• Science (Grade 11 or 12) 

• Computer Studies 

• Technological Education 

• Cooperative Education 

Conditions: 

• Max 2 credits in FSL as additional compulsory credits (one in Group 1 and one in Group 2 or 3). 

• Max 2 credits in Cooperative Education may count as compulsory credits. 

  

2.2 Optional Credit Requirements 

 
In addition to the 18 compulsory credits, students must earn 12 optional credits. For students entering 

September, 2024, there will be 17 compulsory credits, and students must earn 13 optional credits. 

Students earn these credits by successfully completing courses that they have selected from the 

courses listed as available in their school’s program and course calendar. 

 

2.3 The Provincial Secondary School Literacy Requirement: 

 
All students working toward the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) must meet the provincial literacy 

requirement. 

The primary method to meet this requirement is through successful completion of the Ontario Secondary 

School Literacy Test (OSSLT), typically written in Grade 10. The OSSLT assesses the reading and writing 

expectations from the Ontario curriculum up to the end of Grade 9. Successful completion is recorded on the 

Ontario Student Transcript (OST). 

If a student does not successfully complete the OSSLT, National e-School will provide appropriate remedial 

support to help prepare the student for a future attempt. 

Full-time students residing in Ontario: Full-time students who reside in Ontario are required to attempt the 

OSSLT first. Students who have been eligible to write the OSSLT at least once but have not been successful 

may enroll in the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC / OLC4O) as an alternative way to 

meet the literacy requirement. 

Full-time students residing outside Ontario (full-time international or out-of-province students): Full-

time students who reside outside the province of Ontario are not required to complete the OSSLT. 

These students may enroll directly in the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC / OLC4O) to 

meet the literacy graduation requirement. 

Mature students: Mature students may enroll directly in the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course 

without first attempting the OSSLT. Mature students may still choose to complete the OSSLT if they prefer. 

 

2.4 Online Learning Graduation Requirement 
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All students working toward the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) must meet the provincial online 

learning graduation requirement outlined in Policy/Program Memorandum 167. Students are required to 

successfully complete two full online credit courses as part of the OSSD requirements. 

Since National e-School delivers all courses in an online format, all credit courses offered by the school meet 

the Ministry definition of online learning. Therefore, credits earned at National e-School automatically satisfy 

the online learning graduation requirement. 

Students who transfer into National e-School from another Ontario school will have their previously 

completed online learning credits recognized in accordance with Ministry policy. 

Opt-Out Process for the Online Learning Requirement: 

The Ministry of Education allows parents/guardians (or adult students) to request an exemption from the 

online learning graduation requirement. While an opt-out is generally not necessary for students enrolled at 

National e-School due to our fully online program, the school will support any family that chooses to submit 

an opt-out request. 

National e-School will: 

1. Provide the Ministry-approved opt-out form upon request 

2. Ensure the form is completed and signed 

3. Place the signed form in the student’s Ontario Student Record (OSR) 

4. Record the exemption on the Ontario Student Transcript (OST) where required 

Opting out does not affect a student’s ability to earn the OSSD. 

 

Accommodations, deferrals, and exemptions 

Accommodations 

The necessary accommodations will be made to ensure that students who are receiving special education 

programs and services and who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) have a fair and equal opportunity to 

successfully complete the secondary school literacy test. The accommodations made will be the same as those 

that are set out in the students’ IEP and/or that are available to the student in the course of his or her regular 

school work, including examinations and other forms of evaluation. While accommodations such as 

alternative forms of print and extra time are acceptable, the actual content of the secondary school literacy test 

must not be altered. 

Deferrals 

Students who may benefit from a deferral from the test may include students who have been identified as 

exceptional and students registered in English as a second language/English literacy development courses, 

who have not yet acquired the level of proficiency in English required for successfully completing the test. 

If a parent request a deferral, the principal will determine whether or not deferral should be granted and, if so, 

for what period of time. A principal may also initiate consideration of a deferral. The principal will make his 

or her decision in consultation with the parents or adult student and appropriate school staff. 

Exemptions 

A student whose IEP indicated that a student is not working toward the attainment of a secondary school 

diploma may, with parental consent and the approval of the principal, be exempted from participating in the 
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secondary school literacy test. Should the learning expectations contained in the student’s IEP be revised at 

some point to allow the student to work towards the attainment of the secondary school diploma, the student 

would be required to successfully complete the secondary school literacy test. 

 

2.5 The Community Involvement Requirements and Procedures: 
For a full-time NES student, 40 hours of community service is required of every graduate of an 

Ontario Secondary School in order to receive the OSSD. Prior to starting, students will provide their 

parents with a copy of the school's document “NES Information on the Community Involvement 

Diploma Requirement”, which they will be given by the school as deemed appropriate. Students 

will also give a copy of this document to the sponsor of the community involvement activity. 

Students may complete the 40 hours of community involvement activities a) at any one time during 

their secondary school program or multiple blocks of time b) they may also complete any number 

of activities, as long as those activities result in the completion of 40 hours of community 

involvement. Students under the age of eighteen years will plan and select their community 

involvement activities in consultation with their parents and school contact person. 

Before beginning any community involvement activity, each student must complete and submit a 

“NES Notification of Planned Community Involvement Activities” form. 
The student will: 

• Select an activity (or activities) from the NES's list of activities that it is not an activity that 

is on the ministry's or NES's list of ineligible activities (see “Ineligible Activities” below). 

1 

• Obtain written approval from the principal or administrative designate (that is, the 

principal's or designator’s signature beside the activity described on the notification form). 

A student under the age of eighteen must complete the form in consultation with his or her 

parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s), and must also have one parent/guardian sign the form. 

• Sign the form and submit it to the principal or to another school contact designated by the 

principal. More than one such form may be submitted when additional activities are planned 

that were not included on a previously submitted form. When the activity is completed, the 

student must a) fill the “NES Completion of Community Involvement Activities” form. 

• Ensure that the sponsor of the activity – that is, the person or organization that provided the 

community involvement activity – will complete the appropriate sections of the form to 

verify that the activity has been completed, and will sign the form. The form must also be 

signed by one of the student's parents/guardians if the student is under eighteen years 

of age. 

• Must submit the completed form to the principal or other school contact upon completion 

of the 40 hours and well in advance of the date of the completion of the Transcript for 

graduation. 

 
► National e-School list of Eligible Activities 

The activities listed below are approved by the school to help students to finish one or multiple 

activities and for the completion of the community involvement requirements. 

1. An event or activity that will benefit the community; 

2. An event or activity is designed to support a not-for-profit agency, institution or foundation 

that conforms to the ethical standards of National e-School; 

3. Participation of a structured program that provides tutoring, mentoring, visiting or coaching 

with the purpose of helping others who need those assistances; 

4. An event or activity that is designed for the purpose to promotes positive environmental 

awareness; 

5. An event or activity that contributes to the health and well-being of any ethical group that 

conforms to the community standards of morality and conduct, including school-based 

activities; 

6. Participation in an event or activity which is associated with a club, religious organization, 

arts or cultural association, or political organization that seeks to make a positive and ethical 

contribution in the community. 
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► National e-School list of Ineligible Activities 

The following activities are considered ineligible, in addition to the list of the ministry. 

1. The activity/activities is/are a requirement of a class or course in which the student is 

enrolled (e.g. Cooperative Education, academic job shadowing, work experience). 

2. The activity or activities will require students to finish during school hours, other than 

student’s lunch break or spare periods. 

3. The activity or activities will be performed for wages in the workplaces. 

4. The activity or activities will require the involvement of the operation of a vehicle, power 

tools, or scaffolding (e.g. snow blower, power mower, hedge trimmers, etc.) 

5. The activity or activities will require the involvement of any type or form of medication or 

medical procedures to other persons. 

6. The activity will engage substances classed as “designated substances” under the 

Occupational Health and Safety Act (e.g. asbestos, lead, dangerous chemicals, toxic 

materials, etc.). 

7. The activity/activities will require student to participate the transactions of banking or the 

handling of securities, or the handling of jewelries. 

8. The activity consists of duties normally performed in the home or personal recreational 

activities. 

 

2.6 Substitutions Policy for Compulsory Credit Requirements: 

National e-School has chosen not to grant substitutions for compulsory credits. 

All students must complete the specific compulsory credits outlined in the Ontario Secondary School Diploma 

(OSSD) requirements without substitution. This ensures consistency and clarity in program planning and 

maintains the integrity of the school’s academic expectations. 

In cases where students require additional support to meet graduation requirements, National e-School will 

provide appropriate guidance and planning assistance; however, compulsory credits will not be replaced with 

alternative courses. 

 

2.7 The Requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Certificate: 
The Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted, on request, to students who leave school 

before earning the Ontario Secondary School Diploma, provided that they have earned a minimum 

of 14 credits distributed as follows: 

Compulsory credits (total of 7) 

• 2 English 

• 1 Canadian Geography or Canadian History 

• 1 Mathematics 

• 1 Science 

• 1 Health and Physical Education 

• 1 Arts or Technological Education 

Optional credits (total of 7) 

7 credits selected by the student from available courses 

 

2.8 The Certificate of Accomplishment: 
Students who are leaving secondary school upon reaching the age of eighteen without having met 

the requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma or the Ontario Secondary School 

Certificate may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment. The Certificate of Accomplishment 

may be a useful means of recognizing achievement for students who plan to take certain kinds of 

further training, or who plan to find employment directly after leaving school. The Certificate of 
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Accomplishment is to be accompanied by the student’s Ontario Student Transcript. Students who 

return to school to complete additional credit and non-credit courses will have their transcript 

updated accordingly but will not be issued a new Certificate of Accomplishment. The Ontario 

Secondary School Diploma or Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted when the 

returning student has fulfilled the appropriate requirements. 
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Section 3: Curriculum 

3.1 The Definition of a Credit: 

 
A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion (that is, completion with 

a final percentage mark of 50 per cent or higher) of a course that has been scheduled for a 

minimum of 110 hours. Credits are granted by a principal on behalf of the Minister of Education for 

courses that have been developed or authorized by the ministry. A half-credit may be granted for 

each 55-hour part of a 110-hour ministry-developed course in accordance with the policy 

outlined in the curriculum policy documents. Most courses are offered as single-credit 

courses. Some courses, such as technological education, interdisciplinary studies, and 

cooperative education courses, may be offered as multiple-credit courses. 

For the purpose of granting a cred it, scheduled time is defined as the time during which 

students participate in planned learning activities designed to lead to the achievement of 

the curriculum expectations of a course. Planned learning activities include interaction between 

the teacher and the student and assigned individual or group work (other than homework) related 

to the achievement of the learning expectations in the course. Planned learning activities 

will be delivered through classroom or e-learning instruction and activities and/or through 

community placements related to work experience and cooperative education. 

 

3.2 Definitions of the Types of Courses Available in the Ontario Curriculum: 

 
Secondary school courses in the Ontario curriculum are organized by discipline, grade, and course type. 

Course types offered in Grades 9 and 10 differ from those offered in Grades 11 and 12. As part of 

Ontario’s ongoing curriculum modernization and destreaming initiative, Grade 9 and Grade 10 course 

structures have been significantly updated to ensure greater equity and flexibility for students. 

 

National e-School offers a range of course types appropriate to our students’ needs and interests. We are 

not required to offer every course type in every discipline, but we ensure that all students have access to 

the courses required for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 

• Grade 9 Courses: all Grade 9 courses are delivered as destreamed or open courses. 

o Destreamed courses are designed for all students and emphasize real-life applications, culturally relevant 

instruction, connections between concepts, and skill development that prepares students for all future 

pathways. 

o Open courses are designed to broaden students’ knowledge and skills in areas of personal interest. They are 

suitable for all learners and are not pathway-specific. 

• Grade 10 Courses: all Grade 10 courses are offered as destreamed, revised, or open courses, in alignment 

with the Ministry’s recent curriculum updates. 

o The previous Academic and Applied course types have been fully phased out for Grade 10 students 

who began Grade 9 in 2021 or later. Students continuing from older pathways may still have legacy 

academic/applied courses on their transcripts, but new Grade 10 students will take ministry-approved 

destreamed or open courses. 

o In grades 9 and 10 , students will select an appropriate combination of destreamed, revised, and open 

courses in order to build foundational knowledge and skills, explore interests, and prepare for pathway 

decisions in Grades 11 and 12. Students are not expected to make binding decisions about a 

postsecondary or career pathway at this stage; however, they should ensure that they take any 

prerequisites needed for senior-level courses.
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• Grade 11 and 12 Courses: 

Beginning in Grade 11, students focus more closely on their postsecondary plans. 

The following five types of courses are offered in Grades 11 and 12: 

o College preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and 
skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for most college programs or for 
admission to specific apprenticeship or other training programs. 

o University preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for university programs. 

o University/college preparation courses are designed to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for specific 
programs offered at universities and colleges. 

o Workplace preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to meet the expectations of employers, if they plan to enter the 

workforce directly after graduation, or the requirements for admission to certain 
apprenticeship or other training programs. 

o Open courses, which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate for all 

students, are designed to broaden students’ knowledge and skills in subjects that 
reflect their interests and prepare them for active and rewarding participation in 
society. They are not designed with the specific requirements of university, college, 
or the workplace in mind. 

In Grades 11 and 12, students will focus increasingly on their individual interests and will identify 

and prepare for their postsecondary pathways. 

 

3.3 Explanation of the Course Coding System: 

 
Course codes are adopted from the Ontario Secondary Schools Curriculum guidelines and can be 

interpreted as follows: The first three characters of the course code identify the subject discipline 

(for example, ENG = English, MTH = Mathematics). The fourth character indicates the grade level 

of a course, as follows: 1 (Grade 9), 2 (Grade 10), 3 (Grade 11), and 4 (Grade 12). For courses in 

ESL/ELD, classical and international languages, and Indigenous languages only, the fourth 

character represents the level of proficiency, as follows: A (Level 1), B (Level 2), C (Level 3), D 

(Level 4), and E (Level 5). The fifth character indicates the type of course. Current course-type 

codes include: W (destreamed or revised Grade 9 or Grade 10 course), O (open), U (university 

preparation), C (college preparation), M (university/college preparation), and E (workplace 

preparation). The Academic (D) and Applied (P) course-type codes are no longer used for Grade 9 

and Grade 10 courses under Ontario’s destreaming policy. The sixth character indicates the credit 

value of the course: a full-credit course has no additional character, and a half-credit course is 

designated with the letter H. For example, ENG3U indicates a Grade 11 English university 

preparation course, and MTH1W indicates a Grade 9 destreamed mathematics course. 

 

Prerequisites: 

The policy regarding prerequisites is stated as follows in Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 

12: Policy and Program Requirements, 2016(section 7.2.3): Courses in Grade 10, 11 and 12 may 

have prerequisites as a requirement for enrollment. All prerequisite courses will be identified in 

ministry curriculum policy documents and no courses apart from these may be identified as 

prerequisites. Schools must provide parents and students with clear and accurate information about 

prerequisites. National e-School will not waive prerequisites. 

 

 

3.4 Course Descriptions: 
Grade 9-12 High School Credit Courses descriptions 

BY GRADE: 
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English as a Second Language 

 

Course Name Course Type Course Code Prerequisite 

ESL Level 1 Open ESLAO None 

ESL Level 2 Open ESLBO ESL Level 1 or equivalent 

ESL Level 3 Open ESLCO ESL Level 2 or equivalent 

ESL Level 4 Open ESLDO ESL Level 3 or equivalent 

ESL Level 5 Open ESLEO ESL Level 4 or equivalent 

 

Grade 10 
 

Course Name Course Type Course Code Prerequisite 

The Ontario Curriculum Grades 9 and 10, Canadian and World Studies, 2018 (Revised) 

Canadian History since World War I Academic CHC2D None 

Science, The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10, 2008 (Revised) 

Science Academic SNC2D Science, Grade 9, De-streamed 

Course 

Canadian and World Studies, Grades 9 and 10 (2022) 

Civics and Citizenship Open CHV2O None 

Guidance and Career Education, 2024 (revised) 

Career Studies Open GLC2O None 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10: English, 2007 (Revised) 

English Academic ENG2D English, Grade 9, De-streamed  

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10: Mathematics, 2005 (Revised) 

Principles of Mathematics Academic MPM2D Mathematics, Grade 9,  

De-streamed 

 

Grade 11 

 

Course Name Course Type Course 

Code 

Prerequisite 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, English, 2007 (Revised) 

English, Grade 11 University Preparation ENG3U Grade 10 English, Academic 

Mathematics, the Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, 2007 (Revised) 

Functions University Preparation MCR3U Principles of Mathematics, Grade 

10, Academic 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12: Social Sciences and Humanities, 2013 (revised) 

Food and Culture University/College 

Preparation 

HFC3M None 

Science, The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, 2008 (Revised) 
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Biology, Grade 11 University Preparation SBI3U Science, Grade 10, Academic 

Chemistry, Grade 11 University Preparation SCH3U Science, Grade 10, Academic 

Physics, Grade 11 University Preparation SPH3U Science, Grade 10, Academic 

The Ontario Curriculum, Courses in Business Studies, Grades 11 and 12, 2006 (Revised) 

Financial Accounting 

Fundamentals, Grade 11 

University/College 

Preparation 

BAF3M None 

 

Grade 12 

 

Course Name Course Type Course 

Code 

Prerequisite 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12: Business Studies, 2006, (revised) 

International Business 

Fundamentals 

University/College 

Preparation 

BBB4M None 

Business Leadership: 

Management 

Fundamentals 

University/College 

Preparation 

BOH4M None 

Canadian and World Studies, The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, 2015 (Revised) 

Analyzing Current 

Economic Issues 

University Preparation CIA4U Any University or university/ college 

preparation course in Canadian and World 

Studies, English or Social Studies and 
Humanities 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12: English, 2007 (revised) 

English University Preparation ENG4U Grade 11 English, University Preparation 

Classical Studies and International Languages (2016) 

Simplified Chinese University Preparation LKBDU International Languages, Level 2, University 

Preparation 

Mathematics, the Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, 2007 (Revised) 

Advanced Functions University Preparation MHF4U Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, 

or Mathematics for College Technology, 

Grade 12, College Preparation 

Calculus and Vectors University Preparation MCV4U Advanced Functions, Grade 12, University 

Preparation (note: must be taken prior to or 

concurrently with Calculus and Vectors) 

Mathematics of Data 

Management 

University Preparation MDM4U Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, 

or Functions and Applications, 
Grade 11, University/College Preparation 

English, The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC), Grade 12, 2003 
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Ontario Secondary 

School Literacy Course 

Open OLC4O N/A 

Science, The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, 2008 (Revised) 

Biology, Grade 12 University Preparation SBI4U Biology, Grade 11, University Preparation 

Chemistry, Grade 12 University Preparation SCH4U Chemistry, Grade 11, University Preparation 

Physics, Grade 12 University Preparation SPH4U Physics, Grade 11, University Preparation 

Canadian and World Studies, The Ontario Curriculum, 2015 (Revised) 

The Environment 

Resource Management 

University/College 

Preparation 

CGR4M Any university, university/college, or college 

preparation course in 
Canadian and world studies, English, or 
social sciences and humanities 

World lssues: A 

Geographic Analysis 

University Preparation CGW4U Any university, university/college, or college 

preparation course in 

Canadian and world studies, English, or 

social sciences and humanities 

The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12: Social Sciences and Humanities, 2013 (revised) 

Nutrition and Health University Preparation HFA4U Any university or university/college 

preparation course in social sciences 

and humanities, English, or Canadian and 

world studies 

Challenge and Change 

in Society 

University Preparation HSB4U Any university or university/college 

preparation course in social sciences 

and humanities, English, or Canadian and 

world studies 

 

BY SUBJECT 

English as a Second Language 
Course Name: ESL Level 3 

Course Type: Open 
Course Code: ESLCO 

Prerequisite: ESL Level 2 or equivalent 

Course Description： 
This course further extends students’ skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English 
for a variety of everyday and academic purposes. Students will make short classroom oral 

presentations; read a variety of adapted and original texts in English; and write using a variety of 

text forms. As well, students will expand their academic vocabulary and their study skills to facilitate 
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their transition to the mainstream school program. This course also introduces students to the rights 

and responsibilities inherent in Canadian citizenship, and to a variety of current Canadian issues. 

 

Course Name: ESL Level 4 

Course Type: Open 

Course Code: ESLDO 
Prerequisite: ESL Level 3 or equivalent 

Course Description： 
This course prepares students to use English with increasing fluency and accuracy in classroom 

and social situations and to participate in Canadian society as informed citizens. Students will 

develop the oral-presentation, reading, and writing skills required for success in all school subjects. 

They will extend listening and speaking skills through participation in discussions and seminars; 

study and interpret a variety of grade-level texts; write narratives, articles, and summaries in English; 

and respond critically to a variety of print and media texts 

 

Course Name: ESL Level 5 

Course Type: Open 

Course Code: ESLEO 
Prerequisite: ESL Level 4 or equivalent 

Course Description： 
This course provides students with the skills and strategies they need to make the transition to 

college and university preparation courses in English and other secondary school disciplines. 

Students will be encouraged to develop independence in a range of academic tasks. They will 

participate in debates and lead classroom workshops; read and interpret literary works and academic 

texts; write essays, narratives, and reports; and apply a range of learning strategies and research 

skills effectively. Students will further develop their ability to respond critically to print and media 

texts. 

 

Business Studies 
 

Course Name: International Business Fundamentals 
Course Type: University/College 

Grade Level: Grade 12 
Course Code : BBB4M 

Prerequisite : None 

Course Description： 

This course provides an overview of the importance of international business and trade in the 

global economy and explores the factors that influence success in international markets. Students 

will learn about the techniques and strategies associated with marketing, distribution, and managing 

international business effectively. This course prepares students for postsecondary programs in 

business, including international business, marketing, and management. 

 
Course Name: Business Leadership: Management Fundamentals 

Course Type: University/College 

Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code：BOH4M 

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description： 

This course focuses on the development of leadership skills used in managing a successful 

business. Students will analyses the role of a leader in business, with a focus on decision making, 

management of group dynamics, workplace stress and conflict, motivation of employees, and 

planning. Effective business communication skills, ethics, and social responsibility are also 

emphasized. 

Course Name: Financial Accounting Fundamentals 
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Course Type: University/College 

Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code：BAF3M 

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description： 

This course focuses on the development of leadership skills used in managing a successful 

business. Students will analyses the role of a leader in business, with a focus on decision making, 

management of group dynamics, workplace stress and conflict, motivation of employees, and 

planning. Effective business communication skills, ethics, and social responsibility are also 

emphasized. 

 

 

English 
 

Course Name: English, Grade 10 
Course Type: University 

Grade Level: 10 

Course Code： ENG2D 
Prerequisite: English, Grade 9; De-streamed 

Course Description： 
This course is designed to extend the range of oral communication, reading, writing, and 

media literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic 

programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyse literary texts from contemporary and 

historical periods, interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts, and create oral, 

written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the selective 

use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. This course is intended to 

prepare students for the compulsory Grade 11 university or college preparation course. 

Course Name: English, Grade 11 

Course Type: University 
Grade Level: Grade 11 

Course Code： ENG3U 

Prerequisite: English, Grade 10; Academic 

Course Description： 
This course emphasizes the development of literacy, communication, and critical and creative 

thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyze challenging 

literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures, as well as a range of informational and 

graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus 

will be on using language with precision and clarity and incorporating stylistic devices 

appropriately and effectively. The course is intended to prepare students for the compulsory Grade 

12 university or college preparation course. 

 

Course Name: English 

Course Type: University 
Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code：ENG4U 

Prerequisite： English, Grade 11; University Preparation 

Course Description： 
This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical and creative 

thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyze a range of 

challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures; interpret and evaluate 

informational and graphic texts; and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An 

important focus will be on using academic language coherently and confidently, selecting the 

reading strategies best suited to particular texts and particular purposes for reading, and developing 
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greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for university, college, or the 

workplace. 

 

Mathematics 
 

Course Name: Principles of Mathematics, Grade 10 
Course Type: Academic Grade Level: 10 

Course Code：MPM2D  

Prerequisite: Grade 9 Mathematics, De-streamed 

Course Description： 

This course enables students to broaden their understanding of relationships and extend 
their problem-solving and algebraic skills through investigation, the effective use of 

technology, and abstract reasoning. Students will explore quadratic relations and their 

applications; solve and apply linear systems; verify properties of geometric figures using 

analytic geometry; and investigate the trigonometry of right and acute triangles. Students 

will reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step 

problems. 

Course Name: Functions 

Course Type: University 

Grade Level: Grade 11 

Course Code：MCR3U 

Prerequisite: Principles of Mathematics, Grade 10; Academic 

Course Description： 
This course introduces the mathematical concept of the function by extending students experiences 

with linear and quadratic relations. Students will investigate properties of discrete and continuous 

functions, including trigonometric and exponential functions; represent functions numerically, 

algebraically, and graphically; solve problems involving applications of functions; investigate 

inverse functions; and develop facility in determining equivalent algebraic expressions. Students will 

reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems. 

 

Course Name: Advanced Functions 

Course Type: University 
Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code：MHF4U 

Prerequisite: Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, or Mathematics for College Technology, 
Grade 12, College Preparation 

Course Description： 
This course extends students’ experience with functions. Students will investigate the properties of 

polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions; develop techniques for combining 

functions; broaden their understanding of rates of change; and develop facility in applying these 

concepts and skills. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical processes necessary for 

success in senior mathematics. This course is intended both for students taking the Calculus and 

Vectors course as a prerequisite for a university program and for those wishing to consolidate their 

understanding of mathematics before proceeding to any one of a variety of university programs. 

Course Name: Calculus and Vectors 

Course Type: University 
Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code：MCV4U 

Prerequisite: Note: The new Advanced Functions course (MHF4U) must be taken prior to or 

concurrently with Calculus and Vectors (MCV4U). 

Course Description： 
This course builds on students’ previous experience with functions and their developing 
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understanding of rates of change. Students will solve problems involving geometric and algebraic 

representations of vectors and representations of lines and planes in three dimensional space; 

broaden their understanding of rates of change to include the derivatives of polynomial, sinusoidal, 

exponential, rational, and radical functions; and apply these concepts and skills to the modelling of 

real-world relationships. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical processes necessary 

for success in senior mathematics. This course is intended for students who choose to pursue careers 

in fields such as science, engineering, economics, and some areas of business, including those 

students who will be required to take a university-level calculus, linear algebra, or physics course. 

 

Course Name: Mathematics of Data Management 

Course Type: University 
Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code：MDM4U 

Prerequisit: Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, or Functions and Applications, 
Grade 11, University/College Preparation 

Course Description： 
This course broadens students’ understanding of mathematics as it relates to managing data. 

Students will apply methods for organizing and analysing large amounts of information; solve 

problems involving probability and statistics; and carry out a culminating investigation that 

integrates statistical concepts and skills. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical 

processes necessary for success in senior mathematics. Students planning to enter university 

programs in business, the social sciences, and the humanities will find this course of particular 

interest. 

 

Science 
 

Course Name: Science, Grade 10 

Course Type:Academic  

Grade Level: Grade 10  

Course Code: SNC2D 

Prerequisite: Science, Grade 9, De-streamed 

Course Description: 

This course enables students to enhance their understanding of concepts in biology, chemistry, 

earth and space science, and physics, and of the interrelationships between science, technology, 

society, and the environment.  Students are also given opportunities to further  develop their 

scientific  investigation skills. Students will plan  and conduct investigations and develop their 

understanding of scientific theories related to the connections between cells and systems in 

animals and plants; chemical reactions, with a particular focus on acid–base reactions; forces that 

affect climate and climate change; and the interaction of light and matter. 

Course Name: Biology 

Course Type: University 

Grade Level: Grade 11 

Course Code: SBI3U 

Prerequisite: Science, Grade 10, Academic 

Course Description： 

This course furthers students’ understanding of the processes that occur in biological systems. 
Students will study theory and conduct investigations in the areas of biodiversity; evolution; genetic 

processes; the structure and function of animals; and the anatomy, growth, and function of plants. 

The course focuses on the theoretical aspects of the topics under study, and helps students 

refine skills related to scientific investigation. 

Course Name: Chemistry 

Course Type: University 

Grade Level: Grade 11 
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Course Code: SCH3U 

Prerequisite: Science, Grade 10, Academic 

Course Description： 

This course enables students to deepen their understanding of chemistry through the study of the 
properties of chemicals and chemical bonds; chemical reactions and quantitative relationships in 

those reactions; solutions and solubility; and atmospheric chemistry and the behavior of gases. 

Students will further develop their analytical skills and investigate the qualitative and quantitative 

properties of matter, as well as the impact of some common chemical reactions on society and the 

environment. 

 

Course Name: Physics 

Course Type: University 

Grade: Level: Grade 11 

Course Code: SPH3U 

Prerequisite: Science, Grade 10, Academic 

Course Description： 

This course develops students' understanding of the basic concepts of physics. Students will 
explore kinematics, with an emphasis on linear motion; different kinds of forces; energy 

transformations; the properties of mechanical waves and sound; and electricity and magnetism. They 

will enhance their scientific investigation skills as they test laws of physics. In addition, they will 

analyses the interrelationships between physics and technology, and consider the impact of 

technological applications of physics on society and the environment. 

Course Name: Biology 

Course Type: University 

Grade: Level: Grade 12 

Course Code: SBI4U 
Prerequisite: Biology, Grade 11, University Preparation 

Course Description： 
This course furthers students’ understanding of the processes that occur in biological systems. 

Students will study theory and conduct investigations in the areas of biodiversity; evolution; genetic 

processes; the structure and function of animals; and the anatomy, growth, and function of plants. 

The course focuses on the theoretical aspects of the topics under study, and helps students refine 

skills related to scientific investigation. 

Course Name: Chemistry 

Course Type: University 

Grade: Level: Grade 12 

Course Code: SCH4U 

Prerequisite: Chemistry, Grade 11, University Preparation 

Course Description： 
This course enables students to deepen their understanding of chemistry through the study of the 

properties of chemicals and chemical bonds; chemical reactions and quantitative relationships in 

those reactions; solutions and solubility; and atmospheric chemistry and the behavior of gases. 

Students will further develop their analytical skills and investigate the qualitative and quantitative 

properties of matter, as well as the impact of some common chemical reactions on society and the 

environment. 

Course Name: Physics 

Course Type: University 

Grade: Level: Grade 12 

Course Code: SPH4U 

Prerequisite: Physics, Grade 11, University Preparation 

Course Description： 
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This course develops students' understanding of the basic concepts of physics. Students will explore 

kinematics, with an emphasis on linear motion; different kinds of forces; energy transformations; 

the properties of mechanical waves and sound; and electricity and magnetism. They will enhance 

their scientific investigation skills as they test laws of physics. In addition, they will analyses the 

interrelationships between physics and technology, and consider the impact of technological 

applications of physics on society and the environment. 

 

 

Canadian and World Studies 
 

Course Name: Canadian History since World War 1 
Course Type: Academic 

Grade Level: Grade 10 
Course Code: CHC2D 

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description： 

This course explores social, economic, and political developments and events and their impact on 

the lives of different individuals, groups, and communities, including First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 

individuals and communities, in Canada since 1914. Students will examine the role of conflict and 

cooperation in Canadian society, Canada’s evolving role within the global community, and the 

impact of various individuals, organizations, and events on identities, citizenship, and heritage in 

Canada. Students will develop an understanding of some of the political developments and 

government policies that have had a lasting impact on First Nations, Métis, and Inuit individuals 

and communities. They will develop their ability to apply the concepts of historical thinking and the 

historical inquiry process, including the interpretation and analysis of evidence, when investigating 

key issues and events in Canadian history since 1914. 

 

Course Name: Analyzing Current Economic Issues 

Course Type: University Preparation 

Grade Level: Grade 12 

Course Code: CIA4U 

Prerequisite: Any University or university/ college preparation course in Canadian and World 

Studies, English or Social Studies and Humanities 

Course Description： 
This course examines current Canadian and international economic issues, developments, policies, and 

practices from diverse perspectives. Students will explore the decisions that individuals and institutions, 

including governments, make in response to economic issues such as globalization, trade agreements, 

economic inequalities, regulation, and public spending. Students will apply the concepts of economic thinking 

and the economic inquiry process, as well as economic models and theories, to investigate, and develop 

informed opinions about, economic trade-offs, growth, and sustainability and related economic issues. 

 

 

Course Name: Civics and Citizenship 
Course Type: Open 
Grade Level: Grade 10 

Course Code：CHV2O 

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description： 
This course explores rights and responsibilities associated with being an active citizen in a 

democratic society. Students will explore issues of civic importance such as healthy schools, 

community planning, environmental responsibility, and the influence of social media, while 

developing their understanding of the role of civic engagement and of political processes in the local, 

national, and/or global community. Students will apply the concepts of political thinking and the 

political inquiry process to investigate, and express informed opinions about, a range of political 
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issues and developments that are both of significance in today’s world and of personal interest to 

them. 

 

 

Career Study 
 

Course Name: Career Studies 

Course Type: Open 
Grade Level: Grade 10 

Course Code：GLC2O 

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description： 

This course gives students the opportunity to develop the skills, knowledge, and habits that will 
support them in their education and career/life planning. Students will learn about global work trends, 

and seek opportunities within the school and community to expand and strengthen their transferable 

skills and their ability to adapt to the changing world of work. On the basis of exploration, reflective 

practice, and decision-making processes, students will make connections between their skills, 

interests, and values and their postsecondary options, whether in apprenticeship training, college, 

community living, university, or the workplace. They will set goals and create a plan for their first 

postsecondary year. As part of their preparation for the future, they will learn about personal financial 

management – including the variety of saving and borrowing tools available to them and how to use 

them to their advantage – and develop a budget for their first year after secondary school. 

 

International Language 
 

Course Name: Simplified Chinese 

Course Type: University Preparation 

Course Level: 4 

Course Code: LKBDU 

Prerequisite: International Languages, Level 2, University Preparation or Open 

Course Description: 

This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in the language of study 

in a variety of practical contexts and real-life situations. Students will refine their listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing skills, as well as their creative and critical thinking skills, as they explore and 

respond to simple and some complex oral and written texts, including authentic texts. They will also 

increase their understanding and appreciation of diverse communities where the language is spoken, 

and develop skills necessary for lifelong language learning. 

 

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) 
Course Name: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course 

Course Code: OLC4O 

Course Description: 

This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy skills 

that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). Students who complete 

the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation. Students will 

read a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of 

writing, including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students 

will also maintain and manage a portfolio containing a record of their 

reading experiences and samples of their writing. Eligibility requirement: Students who have been 

eligible to write the OSSLT at least twice and who have been unsuccessful at least once are eligible 

to take the course. (Students who have already met the literacy requirement for graduation may be 

eligible to take the course under special circumstances, at the discretion of the principal.) 
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3.5 How to Gain Access to Outlines of the Courses of Study 
Students can gain access to course outlines, 2025-2026 school calendar and the school 

timetable through school administrator or via our school official website. 

 

 

3.6 How to Gain Access to Ontario Curriculum Policy Documents 
Students and parents can gain access to the Ontario website address for Ontario curriculum 

policies at https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/curriculum#secondary  

 

 

3.7 Description of Experiential Learning Programs: 
Cooperative Education: 

Cooperative education programs allow students to earn secondary school credits while completing 

a work placement in the community. These programs complement students’ academic programs 

and are valuable for all students, whatever their postsecondary destination. A cooperative 

education program comprises, at a minimum, one cooperative education course and its related 

course, on which the cooperative education course is based. Any course from an Ontario 

curriculum policy document or any ministry-approved locally developed course may serve as the 

related course for a cooperative education program. 

Work Experience: 

Work experience is a component of a course that provides students with a learning opportunity in 

the workplace for a limited period of time – from one to four weeks. Some requirements for work 

experience mirror those for cooperative education programs. 

Job Shadowing and Job Twinning: 

Job shadowing and job twinning is offered to students from Grade 7 to Grade 12 as part of curriculum 

delivery or as part of the guidance and career education program. Job shadowing allows a student 

to spend one-half to one day (or, in some cases, up to three days) observing a worker in a specific 

occupation. Job twinning provides the opportunity for the student to observe a cooperative education 

student at his or her placement for one-half to one day. 

National e-School Procedure 

National e-School does not offer any of the experiential learning provisions. 

3.8 Policy Regarding Student Withdrawal from Course in Grade 11 and 12 
All grade 11 and 12 courses are subject to the Ministry of Education’s Full Disclosure Policy. All 

courses in which a student is registered five days after the issue of midterm report card will be 

recorded on the Ontario Student Transcript (OST) whether the course has been successfully 

completed or not. A withdrawal is recorded on the OST by entering a “W” in the “Credit” column. 

The student’s percentage grade at the time of the withdrawal is recorded in the “Percentage Grade” 

column. Students who repeat a Grade 11 or 12 courses that they have previously completed, only 

earn one credit for the course. However, each attempt, as well as the percentage grade obtained is 

recorded on the OST, and an “R” is entered in the “Credit” column for the course(s) with the lower 

percentage grade. Course Withdraw form is available at guidance office. 

https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/curriculum#secondary
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3.9 Procedures Related to Changing Course Type: 
If a student wishes to change direction or pathway in their program, they may do so providing that 

the prerequisite for the newly chosen course is first taken by the student. National e-School will 

consider admitting a student who wishes to take a single-credit course in order to change course type 

at their home school. 

 
National e-School Procedure: 

National e-School will honor all prerequisite requirements as outlined in Ministry curriculum policy 

documents and will not waive prerequisites. Students may change course types or pathways as long 

as they have completed the required prerequisite courses. 

 

NES will arrange placement tests for full-time students, which will indicate the English language 

and math level of individual students. According to the result, some of the prerequisite courses could 

be waived. For English courses, we accept the IELTS/ TOEFL test results and previous transcript 

from English speaking countries or International school. 

• All new students with IELTS overall score of 6.5 with no band below 6.0; or TOEFL overall 

score over 80 with no band below 20 will not be require completing the Assessment Test. 
- Graduated from high school outside of Canada, placed in ENG4U (Grade 12 English) 

- Current high school student, placed in ENG3U (Grade 11 English) 

• Otherwise, all students will be placed in classes according to their Placement Test results: 

- ESLAO < 39% 

- ESLBO < 40% - 54% 

- ESLCO < 55% - 69% 

- ESLDO < 70% - 84% 

- ESLEO > 85% 

• All students must take ENG3U before attempting ENG4U. 

3.10 The Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) Processes for 

Equivalency: 
The PLAR process involves two components: "challenge" and "equivalency". The challenge process 

refers to the process whereby students' learning is assessed for the purpose of granting a credit for a 

course developed from a provincial curriculum policy document. 

National e-School does not offer challenge process. National e-School Procedure: 

The determination of equivalency credits involves the assessment of credentials from other 

jurisdictions. Students arriving from outside Ontario must provide documentation from their previous 

school - officially translated into English if necessary. After examining the documents, the principal 

will determine the total credit equivalency as well as the number and types of compulsory and optional 

credits still to be earned. Equivalency credits will be recorded on the student’s Ontario Student 

Transcript. Students working towards the OSSD will be required to complete the OSSLT Literacy 

requirement, and the determined hours of community involvement. A copy of the equivalency 

assessment will be retained in the student's OSR. 

For students who do not have Ontario Credits (students from non-inspected private schools or from 

schools outside Ontario), both under the age of eighteen and mature students, we will use the 

following table and the list of diploma requirements as a guide to determine: 
The total credit equivalency of the student’s background for placement purposes; 

The number of credits, including compulsory credits that the student must earn to qualify for the 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE OSSD 

 

 For students who have entered National e-School as Grade 9 or above before September, 2024:
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Situation in which the student has 

normally completed: 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 More than 

Grade 11 

Number of years successfully completed in 

a secondary school program 

1 2 3 More than 

3 

Minimum number of credits still to be 

earned towards the OSSD 

22 14 8 6 

Number of compulsory credits to be 

earned and requirements to be met: 

    

-English 3 2 1 1 

-Mathematics 2 1 0 0 

- Science 1 0 0 0 

Literacy graduation requirement Required Required Required Required 

-Community involvement 40 hours 30 hours 20 hours 10 hours 

For students who have entered National e-School as Grade 9 or above after September, 2024: 

Situation in which the student has 

normally completed: 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 More than 

Grade 11 

Number of years successfully completed in 

a secondary school program 

1 2 3 More than 

3 

Minimum number of credits still to be 

earned towards the OSSD 

22 14 8 6 

Number of compulsory credits to be 

earned and requirements to be met: 

    

-English 3 2 1 1 

-Mathematics 2 1 0 0 

- Science 1 0 0 0 

Literacy graduation requirement Required Required Required Required 

-Community involvement 40 hours 30 hours 20 hours 10 hours 

-Online credits required 2 2 2 2 

 

The compulsory English credit for Grade 12 is required if its equivalent has not already been 

earned. 

In addition to the requirements listed above, the following requirements will be met: 

A student, who has no previous Ontario credits but who has successfully completed more than three 

years of secondary school is required to earn a minimum of four credits in Grade 11 or 12 courses 

before being recommended for the OSSD. 

A student who has successfully completed more than three years of secondary school education, has 

preciously earned at least three Ontario credits, and has returned to the Ontario educational system 

may qualify for the OSSD by completing a minimum of on Grade 11 or Grade 12 credit. 

 
School will have an Initial Assessment for English language learner. 

School staff will assess the English language proficiency of all English language learners. The 

assessment procedure will include: 

A structured interview to assess oral communication skills (listening and speaking); 

An assessment of reading comprehension; 
An assessment of student writing; 
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An assessment of mathematical knowledge and skills. 

 

3.11 Information about Other Ways of Earning Credits 
Students enrolled at National e-School complete credits through our online program. 

Students who wish to earn credits through external providers, such as the Independent Learning 

Centre (ILC), must obtain approval in advance to ensure the credit aligns with diploma 

requirements. 
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3.12 Assessment, Evaluation and Examination Policies: 

Assessment and Evaluation Policy: 
The Assessment and Evaluation Policy at National e-School is based on the Ministry of Education 

policy documents. Marks are determined using the 4 levels (and appropriate mark conversions) of 

the Achievement Chart for each subject area. 

Final course marks will be calculated using 70% from course work and 30% from the course 

culminating task (an exam, a performance task or a combination of the two given toward the end of 

the school year). 

The 70% from course work will be determined from an overall evaluation of a student’s performance 

on a number of varied tasks throughout the year. These tasks will provide students with opportunities 

to demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways (tests, presentations, essays, etc.) and will address 

all of the Achievement Chart Categories (Knowledge and Understanding, Thinking and Inquiry, 

Communication and Application). 

When appropriate, and consistent with Ministry policy, the 70% course mark will reflect a student’s 

most consistent level of achievement throughout the year, with more emphasis paid to more recent 

performance. We are looking for the most overall student performance, but we are also looking for 

the improvement of student recent performance. 

 

Achievement Chart 

The Ministry of Education-produced chart that describes the student achievement associated with 

each Level of Achievement. All rubrics and other assessment tools must be designed with reference 

to the Achievement Chart. The Achievement Chart criteria and descriptors and are intended to act 

as a guide for creating more specific assessment and evaluations. 

 

Grade % Achievement Level Description 

80% - 100% 4 A very high to outstanding level of achievement. 

Achievement is beyond the provincial standard. 

70% - 79% 3 A high level of achievement. 

Achievement is at the provincial standard. 

60% - 69% 2 A moderate level of achievement. 

Achievement is below, but approaching, the provincial 

standard. 

50% - 59% 1 A passable level of achievement. 

Achievement is below the provincial standard 

Below 50% 0 Additional learning is required for the student to meet 

minimum expectations. A credit will not be granted. 

 

 

Achievement Chart Category 

The Ministry of Education’s categories of achievement have broken down assessment and 

evaluation into 4 categories: 

• Knowledge and Understanding 

• Thinking and Inquiry 

• Communication and 

• Application 

Assessment and Evaluation of all four categories must be done for all courses, and while many 

assessment tasks may only focus on 1 or 2 of the categories, major tasks should incorporate as many 

of the categories as possible. The relative emphasis of each category varies among the disciplines. 
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Rubric 

A criteria-based assessment/evaluation tool used for some tasks to assess/evaluate a student’s work 

based on the Achievement Chart. While the Achievement Chart criteria and descriptors are vague, 

the criteria and descriptors for Rubrics are specific to a given task. Other tools such as rating scales 

and checklists may also be used for some tasks. 

 
Types of Assessment and Evaluation 

Assessment is the process of gathering information that accurately reflects how well a student is 

achieving the curriculum expectations in a subject or course. The primary purpose of assessment is 

to improve student learning. 

• Assessment for learning 

Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and 

their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best 

to get there. It occurs before instruction begins so teachers can determine students’ readiness to learn 

new knowledge and skills, as well as obtain information about their interests and learning 

preferences. It also occurs frequently and in an ongoing manner during instruction, while students 

are still gaining knowledge and practicing skills. 

• Assessment as learning 

Assessment as learning focuses on the explicit fostering of students’ capacity over time to be their 

own best assessors, but teachers need to start by presenting and modelling external, structured 

opportunities for students to assess themselves. It occurs frequently and in an ongoing manner 

during instruction, with support, modelling, and guidance from the teacher. 

• Assessment of learning 

Assessment of learning, which occurs at or near the end of a period of learning, is the assessment 

that becomes public and results in statements or symbols about how well students are learning. It 

often contributes to pivotal decisions that will affect students’ futures. 
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Policy in Cheating and Plagiarism: 
Students must understand that the work they submit for evaluation must represent their own 

learning. National e-School is committed to promoting academic integrity and supporting students 

in developing the skills required to produce original work. Consistent with Growing Success, 

instances of cheating or plagiarism are addressed first as learning issues, and consequences are 

applied using a progressive, supportive approach that considers the student’s grade, maturity, 

frequency of incidents, and individual circumstances. 

 
Prevention of Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Schools will: 

1) Provide all students with the school’s academic integrity policy at registration and in course outlines. 

2) Include definitions and examples of cheating and plagiarism within course materials 

Teachers will: 

1) Teach and reinforce what constitutes cheating and plagiarism using subject-specific examples. 

2) Discuss ethical research practices and proper citation. 

3) Provide clear instructions, success criteria, and expectations for all assignments. 

4) Design tasks that promote authentic demonstration of learning and reduce opportunities for academic 

dishonesty. 

5) Provide opportunities for students to develop research, inquiry, and learning skills. 

 
Detection of Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Teachers will gather evidence of suspected academic dishonesty and evaluate the evidence in 

relation to the student’s learning and the context of the assignment. 

Response to Cheating and Plagiarism: 

When a student has not demonstrated academic honesty, the response will follow a continuum of 

learning-focused interventions, which may include reteaching, additional guidance, or opportunities 

for the student to provide new evidence of learning. 

 

Schools will: 

1) Record significant or repeated incidents, as appropriate. 

Teachers will: 

1) Confer with the student to review the concern and the supporting evidence. 

2) Support the student in understanding academic integrity expectations. 

3) Communicate with parents/guardians when appropriate. 

4) Inform Administration in cases of serious or repeated incidents. 

 

Teachers may: (using professional judgment and in consultation with Administration) 

1) Require the student to redo all or part of the assignment. 

2) Provide an alternative task to demonstrate the overall expectations. 

3) Consider the impact of academic dishonesty on the evidence of learning available 

for evaluation. 

4) Apply a mark deduction only after alternative opportunities to demonstrate learning 

have been provided or declined. 

 

Any academic consequence must be based on the quality of the final demonstrated learning, 

consistent with Growing Success. 
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Submission of Student Work: 
National e-School courses are delivered in an asynchronous online format, which allows students flexibility in 

when they complete and submit assignments. Students are expected to demonstrate their learning by submitting 

all required assessments within the timeframe of their course enrollment. 

 

Teachers will monitor student progress and provide reminders, feedback, and support as needed. If a student is 

at risk of not submitting required evidence of learning, the teacher will: 

1) Communicate with the student to identify barriers and support needs; 

2) Provide reasonable opportunities for the student to complete the work; 

3) Communicate with parents/guardians (where applicable) if missing work is impacting achievement; 

4) Use professional judgment, consistent with Growing Success, to determine whether there is sufficient 

evidence to assign a grade. 

 

Academic consequences for late or missing work are not automatic. Marks are deducted only when: 

• the late submission affects the quality of the evidence, or 

• a student has been given multiple opportunities to submit work but does not provide sufficient evidence of 

learning. 

Final grades will be based on the most consistent and most recent evidence of student learning. 
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3.13 Information on Reporting Procedures, Including the School’s Report Card 

and the Ontario Student Transcript: 

Report card 
The report card provides a record of the learning skills demonstrated by the student in every 

course, in the following six categories: Independent work, Collaboration, Organization, 

Responsibility, Initiative and Self-Regulation. The learning skills are evaluated using a four-point 

scale (E-Excellent, G-Good, S-Satisfactory, and N-Needs Improvement). The separate evaluation 

and reporting of the learning skills in these five areas reflect their critical role in students' 

achievement of the curriculum expectations. To the extent possible, the evaluation of learning 

skills, apart from any that may be included as part of a curriculum expectation in a course, should 

not be considered in the determination of percentage grades. 
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Reporting Schedule 
One after the midterm and the other after the course has been completed. 

 

Ontario Student Transcript (OST) 
The Ontario Student Transcript (OST) is to provide an official and consistent record of the Ontario 

secondary school credit courses successfully completed by a student. The mid-term report card will 

be sent to students, guardians/parents and homeschool by email. The final report card will be 

provided to students electronically and a paper copy should be sent to students’ home school. 

 
The OST will include: 

All Grade 9 and 10 courses successfully completed by the student, with percentage grades 

obtained and credits earned; 

All Grade 11 and 12 courses completed successfully or attempted unsuccessfully by the student, 

with percentage grades obtained and credits earned; 

All equivalent credits granted through the Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

equivalency process under OSS; 

Identification of compulsory credits, including credits that are substitutions for compulsory 

credits identified by the ministry as diploma requirements; 

Confirmation that the student has completed the forty hours of community involvement; 

Confirmation that the student has successfully completed the provincial secondary school literacy 

requirement. 

Confirmation that obtain the OSSD 
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Section 4: National e-School Supports and 

Resources 
National e-School plans to provide the excellent student services to better support and assist students 

to succeed in the school. 

 

 

4.1 Service in Guidance, Academic Advice and Career Planning: 

 
The Guidance Office is where students can find information on their high school courses, how to 

apply for College or University, and what courses they should take if they want to get into certain 

University programs. It will also help students to plan their future career pathway. It’s easy to make 

an appointment; students can fill out an appointment slip or see a counselor to arrange a convenient 

meeting time. 

 

 

4.2 Support/Tutor Service： 

 

National e-School provides a peer tutor service. The school will work diligently to try to ensure 

student success academically, and also coordinate study placements for students when required. 

 

 

4.3 Support for English Language Learners: 

 
National e-School provides ESL classes for those English language learners. Students will be placed 

at the appropriate level determined by either the previous course or through a diagnostic assessment. 

Our online courses are designed to better support those English-as- second- language learners to 

accommodate to the English environment. National e-School also provides IELTS and TOEFL test 

preparation classes when required. 
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